Effective Education Use of Prezi (by Elizabeth Browning)
Assignment 1: Meaningful Technology Tool (20%) 
Step 1: Prezi

Step 2: Prezi is a free online "non-linear" presentation tool for mapping and sharing. It features a unique zoom feature and supports multimedia and flash. It also works on mobile devices and is easy to use and share.
Step 3: http://screencast.com/t/N9U3ec4Dpp9g
Step 4: See table below
Step 5: http://screencast.com/t/4OZcDp21YSMe
· View the Prezi from the video here: http://prezi.com/bsmvbzdb9jle/untitled-prezi/?kw=view-bsmvbzdb9jle&rc=ref-29680487
	Description of Use
	Rationale

	Present a lesson or new idea in an exciting and engaging way – using Scaffolding
· Teacher uses Prezi to present a hook for the lesson that activates prior knowledge.
· Reviews expectations and learning outcomes for the lesson (required in my school board i.e. answers the question “why are we learning this?”) using multimedia to demonstrate where the skills are important if possible.
· Present information in a way that makes sense and builds toward the more complex concept being taught using visual effects and instructional supports (i.e. more important information is larger than other information, use different fonts and colors for emphasis, illustrate connections using arrows and lines, organize information into chunks etc.)
· Model the thought process and steps using Prezi’s design features thus conveying the message in medium and content (i.e. use a theme that matches intent, like stairs for a step-by-step math equation). 

· Include hidden information to zoom to when students need an extra example or more detail. 

· Include discussion and examples.

	· Based on the class summary of meaningful use of technology, this strategy partners technology with pedagogy to make lessons more engaging than a simple oral presentation, or simple visuals. Learners would be engaged by the technology because it involves exciting themes, multimedia, and movement and it enhances the learning environment. Consideration is given to student learning by the organization and order of information presented rather than to the technology itself.  Meaningful technology use should be relevant and engaging.
· Based on the Bransford et. al, article, the Prezi could engage initial understanding and preconceptions using the multimedia hook and lesson outline. Using Prezi for this would engage reluctant students. Scaffolding involves putting ideas in context and metacognition, which are both communicated better in Prezi. In addition, Prezi allows for a lot of information to be included but not necessarily used (if students easily grasp a concept the teacher can move on, rather than flipping through irrelevant slides) or easy revisiting of essential or difficult information. This helps the teacher provide a more customized and in depth teaching of the subject and provide many examples to provide a firm foundation of knowledge for students. Scaffolding with Prezi is both learner-centered and knowledge-centered. 
· With respect to the Net Generation norms prosed by Tapscott, this strategy addresses the need for customization, entertainment, and innovation. Lessons are customized, more visually interesting and entertaining, and can result in more innovative thinking and connection making.  
· In terms of Learning Theories, I believe this approach incorporates the ARCS Model of Motivational Design (Keller) and Constructivist Theory (Bruner). The scaffolded Prezi gains attention with perceptual arousal, establishes relevance (examples, hook, media, modeling), and builds confidence by clearly outlining and demonstrating objective. The process is meant to help learners construct understanding using prior knowledge. Scaffolding comes 
· Finally, with respect to Kay’s 21st Century Skills, this approach probably addresses the area of Critical Thinking & Problem Solving under Learning and Innovation Skills and Information Literacy under Information, Media, and Technology Skills.  Even though in this strategy the teacher is the one using the information, students must synthesize and make connections, interpret information and draw their own conclusions. This requires a degree of information literacy to evaluate information, manage its flow, and use the information correctly. 

	Model “Think-Aloud” Process for Students

· Teacher models the thinking process used to answer a complex question by voicing her “inner dialogue” as she works through the problem. 

· Usually done orally, using Prezi the teacher can also demonstrate their own thinking visually using multimedia.

· Prezi allows the teacher to prepare her “thought presentation” ahead of time which can facilitate more clear and memorable modeling that can also be shared and referred to in the future for review or teaching a concept in subsequent classes or years. 

· Teacher would prepare a Prezi presentation that begins with the question and edit the paths to visually present the process of solving the problem in a non-linear way.

· Teacher may include stops along the path to include guiding questions, mini assignments, helpful diagrams, key terms, etc.

· While working through the Prezi the teacher orally describes the process. She may also choose to pre-record her comments and create a video of the entire presentation. 

· This lesson would serve as an introduction or reinforcement of a new or difficult concept, or an instruction for assignment, or new skill.


	· Based on the class summary of meaningful use of technology, this method focusses on modeling thinking rather than the excitement of the zoom presentation features of Prezi.  It enhances and evolves the learning environment by providing a different perspective and displaying ideas visually which engages the learners. 

· Based on the Bransford et. al, article, the think-aloud using Prezi would engage initial understanding about a concept by demonstrating it in a new way and illustrating the connections between ideas. This helps organize knowledge in ways that facilitate application and retrieval. Most importantly this strategy uses a metacognitive approach to instruction by demonstrating inner dialogue to encourage students to use effective strategies and learn more independently. 
· With respect to the Net Generation norms prosed by Tapscott, this strategy addresses the need for entertainment and collaboration because Prezi is more visually interesting than a lesson that is solely oral, and the student feels as if he is a part of the thinking.
· In terms of Learning Theories, this approach incorporates cognitive theory of multimedia learning (Mayer) and addresses learning styles and multiple intelligences (Gardner) because people learn more deeply with visuals than by words alone. The Prezi fosters the creation of mental representations. In terms of multiple intelligences this strategy engages linguistic and visual-spatial intelligences. Cognitive apprenticeship theory might also apply because the teacher is trying to bring the processes of a “master” into the open and model them for student success. 
· Finally, with respect to Kay’s 21st Century Skills, this approach probably addresses the area of Critical Thinking & Problem Solving and Creativity and Innovation under Learning and Innovation Skills.  The think aloud Prezi can create new ideas and aid in refining and analyzing concepts for the teacher (in content knowledge or teaching practice) and for students. The flow of a Prezi emphasizes systems thinking by showing how part interact and connect to each other in the thought process.  

	Collaborative Presentation tool for group work
· Teacher assigns a question or task to group of students.
· Students work together to come to a conclusion.
· Students present their thinking process and map how they came to a conclusion as a group using Prezi.

· Students might use Prezi’s collaboration features if they are working on the assignment for distance education or as homework. 

· Presenting their answers in Prezi allows for demonstration of process and understanding, as well as participation and contribution depending on how the assignment is structured. 

· Presenting this way allows for more informed questions from those viewing the presentation. 

· Presentation would also be more engaging for audience to watch. 
	· Based on the class summary of meaningful use of technology, this method partners Prezi with effective pedagogy which, according to our class, includes collaborative work. By collaborating and putting the tool in the students hands learners are actively engaged and in control of their learning. It also promotes student success because solutions are arrived at in teams and students share ideas.

· Based on the Bransford et. al, article, a collaborative presentation using Prezi would develop competence in an area of inquiry by requiring students to organize knowledge in ways that facilitate retrieval and application. Because of the presentation options in Prezi, students are able to organize their information in new ways that can demonstrate their thinking process, and show how they have applied the concepts. This visual representation might facilitate retrieval and application in other students as well as make students more aware of their own thinking and learning processes (because they are working in a group).  In addition, having students present their thought process integrates metacognitive skills into the curriculum in variety of ways (rather than the just teacher modeling as discussed above). Finally, Prezi group presentations can provide formative assessment because they make student thinking visible to both teachers and students, permitting the teacher to design future instruction better and monitor progress. Because thinking is non-linear and Prezi facilitates visual mind mapping and connection making, the tool contributes greatly to formative assessment, more so than something like PowerPoint. 
· With respect to the Net Generation norms prosed by Tapscott, this strategy addresses the need for collaboration and customization. Students are working together and are able to prepare a striking presentation regardless of artistic talent (i.e. in the days when they would present on Bristol board). Prezi also offers ways to include everyone’s opinions (i.e. including multiple paths to the same conclusion to demonstrate different group members thinking process and ideas). It might also address the need to scrutinize, depending on the nature of the group work and presentation topic. 
· In terms of Learning Theories, I believe this approach incorporates constructivist theory (Bruner) and social construction of knowledge (Lave & Wagner).  Students are working together to arrive at a solution to a proposed problem and they play an active role in the construction of new ideas and concepts based on their prior knowledge. Problem based learning may also apply depending on the type of assignment. 
· Finally, with respect to Kay’s 21st Century Skills, this approach probably addresses the area of Critical Thinking & Problem Solving and Communication and Collaboration under Learning and Innovation Skills.  Also, Media Literacy and ICT under Information, Media, and Technology Skills. To collaborate effectively students must be able to analyze and evaluate information and perspectives, then interpret and draw conclusions. In a group presentation there are multiple types of problem solving required, including how to present ideas using Prezi. Articulation of ideas through multimedia and technology allows students to demonstrate both their ability to work effectively and respectfully, but also to contribute to a team, reach an answer, and demonstrate their learning. Students examine points of view and use appropriate media creation tools, characteristics, and conventions. Use technology as a tool to organize, evaluate and communication information. 


